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Summary

Studies on the Vegetation in Northeast India: Old Trend and Future
Perspective

Yasuyuki Kosaka, Kazuo Ando
Center for Southeast Asian Studies Kyoto University

Himalayan vegetation has attracted worldwide interests for long time. This paper describes the old trend and
future perspective of the studies on the vegetation in northeast India, an easternmost part of Himalayan region,
where the authors visited in July and August 2007. The early studies on the vegetation in northeast India were
mainly conducted from the viewpoints of ecology, agronomy, and ethnobotany. Those early studies mostly focused
on the vegetation of protected forests or shifting cultivation fields. The trend of the early studies seemed to reflect
the old paradigm on nature conservation, which insisted “untouched virgin wilderness” should be protected from
destructive human activities such as shifting cultivation.

On the other hand, field observation and interview in the state of Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland in northeast
India showed that “human-managed vegetation” harbored multiple plant resources. For example, at the grazing
lands for yak rearing created by cutting Abies forest at 3500 m a.s.l. near Bhutan, various alpine plants grew and
some of them had use for local livelihoods. In addition, deciduous Quercus forest at 2000 m a.s.l. around Dilang
was managed by local people in order to collect the fallen leaves used as organic fertilizers in upland fields.
Furthermore, paddy field vegetation near Ziro and Kohima played important roles in local diet, soil improvement,
and protection of paddy dikes.

Thus, “human-managed vegetation” in northeast India has importance in terms of both local livelihoods and plant

resources management, and will be paid more attention to in the future studies.



