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No Plough Usage Rice Cultivation in Ayeyarwaddy Delta and
Interview Records : Land Use and Rice Cropping System in Alanzi

Village Tract, Maubin Township,

ANDO Kazuo, CSEAS, Kyoto Univ.

It has long been pointed out that the non-plough use in the Asian rice cultivation is a
peculiar case. Behind this is the generally accepted view that the use of plough is the
result of development of agricultural technology where labor intensive cultivation using
hoe tumned to the use of animals, then to lahor-efficient ploughing with draft animals,
and finally towards machinery. The cases from paddy cultivation in Ayeyarwaddy
Delta presented in this report gives an alternative understanding of non-plough use
cultivation where the harrow is used with draft animals in preparing the paddy field.
The case strongly supports the developmental theory where plough-use cultivation is
an inevitable step in technological development in cultivation.

In addition to this, the report includes much interview data from Burmese and Karen
villages in Maubin, referring to villagers’ life history, land use, cultivation methods and

ethnic relationship.
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