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Migration and Rural-Depopulation in Eastern Bhutan and its effect on farming activities:
A cae study of Radhi Gewog, Trashigang
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Location map of Bhutan

Introduction

Olnitiation of Five Year Plans leac
economic development in Bhutan.

to rapid socio-
OBhutan is experiencing rapid urban expansion
mainly due to rural-urban migration.

OUnequal development between regions is the main
cause of rural-urban migration.




Introduction Contd...

LUNHDR, 2009 reports that Bhutan has the
highest internal migration rate of 6%.

UThimphu (capital city) is growing at 7% per
annum (MOA,2005).

QPHCB, 2005 reports that Trashigang District had
highest out-migrants and it recorded the highest loss
of 16700 persons.

District-wise Net migration in Bhutan,
~ PHCB-2005

a0

el LS11Y
v H %
PR g l‘
il

9 aam

1

e
t‘i':—mll

o
e Ta8)

L

Reasons for migration in Bhutan( PHCB-2005)

OBJECTIVES

I. To examine the rural-urban  migration
scenario in Radhi Gewog, Trashigang.

2. To explore the reasons for rural out-

migration in Radhi Gewog

To explore the impacts of rapid rural out

migration in Radhi Gewog

(%]

4. To explore the future mitigations and
impacts of rapid rural outmigration in Radhi
Gewog.

EMPTY HH IN RADHI GEWOG

No. of HFs still 605
occupied

Total HH's 737
Registered




MAJORREASONS FOR RURAL
OUTMIGRATION IN RADHI GEWOG

Imbalance regional
development

2. Human Wildlife [
Conflict s

Rural Out-
Migration

3. Lack of baby sitters e
inurban areas w

4. Natural Disasters

REASONS FOR OUT-MIGRATION
FROM RADHI GEWOG

u Dependent

® Labour Migration
| Civil Servants

@ Business

= Others

FALLOW LANDS (DRY & WET IN Impacts
ACRES) = The most prominent effects of rural out-
2500.0 migration upon agriculture are labor
2260.1 7L
shortages and fallow land
2000.0 m Total Land ; oy s - v
® Fallow Land X ﬂ ‘
B eo0l0 1496.4 AETHE il
1251.3 - Bl
1000.0
500.0
0.0 g
Wetland Dryland
Impacts Contd | _ .
L] AL | i e, ! o
e ithouse sinpacts Contd... _
*old age destitution

— 3 —



impacts Contd... 7
scrop damage from wildlife |

impacts Contd...

*loss of cultural values and weakening family ]
cohesion 1

Impacts Contd... ]

|
4 decrease in agricultural production from labor
shortages ;

4

impacts Contd...

sslowed development activities

impacts Contd...
sexpensive farm labor since farms are only kept
by elderly people

People’s opinion on rapid rural out-migration
in Radhi Gewog
» “One way its good that people move out to urban
areas for better life's but on the other hand its very
sad 1o see your own children’s and relatives 2o away
leaving behind only old parents™

» ~In future village will be abandoned by everyone and
soon it will tum to wild forest™

+ “Educated are the ones who moves 1o urban arcas
and only uneducated ones are left behind in the
village”




Mitigation measures to reduce rural
outmigration in Radhi Gewog
I Development of Rangjung Town for neighboring 6
gewogs
Rural focused socio-economic development
Solving human wildlife conflict
Emphasis on SLM (Sustainable Land Management)
More scientific research on rural outmigration to
shape better policies.
Promotion of rural enterprises
Improving rural amenities

Thank you and
Trashi-de-leck!!!

Summary

» Rural out-migration is a major issues in
Radhi Gewog

» Most of the cultivable lands are left fallow
due to labor shortages

» Majority of the people who keep farming are
clderly

» Main reason for rural out-migration in Radhi
is due to imbalanced regional development




Depopulation Scenario of Indigenous Peoples in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh
Y UR—IIE T HAHIEDEE

Win Myat Aung (Senior Officer Research and Development SEAMEO Regional Center for History and Traditional)
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Introduction

* Urbanization is one of the charicters of developing countries
nowadavs and Myanmar is no exception. Many people are leaving
their farms and moving to urban area. It is generally accepted that
this trend will be going on. Yet there are certain communities in
Myanmar where people are still keeping their farms even though
there are uncertainties in the farming business.
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* They sull maintain traditional values and customs which are verv
important for a country. By analvzing the research on families who
endure the hardship and continue to keep their traditional farm
lands, this paper will highlight the coping strategies and will
enhance the capabilities of rural people against challenges they are
facing now and in future.




Background Information

* The rural-urban migration in Myanmar is on rise. People
migrate to urban centres seeking jobs, better lives and
facilities. The migration of the population gives rise to
various problems likes increase in pollution, crime rates,
loss of traditional and cultural practices, farmlands
unattended and empty households.

» Lyonpo Zimba also pointed out that people are not only
moving from one district to another, but also from villages
to semi-urban areas. This trend of migration is usually
associated with economic growth and literature. Hossain
found in his study in Bangladesh that persons involved in
the process of rural out—-migration are adult and more
educated. However, in case of Myanmar. people who
migrate to the urban area are not only adult and educated
but also children (age 9-14) and uneducated.

Research Question

* Why do some farmer families endure the difficulties due to
urbanization and decline of agricultural sector in Myanmar.

» Due to rapid changes and economic development in
Myanmar, people moved from rural to urban areas every
year in search of work and education. Migration tock place
continuously up until now. This resulted in aged population
in villages. The main reason of depopulation in rural areas
is the income disparity between rural and urban.

» The annual population growth rate in urban centre of
Myanmar was estimated to be 3.3 % and total population
rate is 1.1 % in 2014, (Ministry of Immigration and
Manpower)



» Moreover, some Mega projects of government also cause
the deteriorations of environment and cause danger to
the livelihood of rural life. The government had set up
strategies to make use of the natural resources for
economical development of the country. Therefore, the ‘
mining, wood and hydro-power electricity industry are |
developed over the country which Myanmar has
comparative advantage. Even though, the incomes from
the exports of these resources are rise up the
government revenues, it also make troubles for the
people in the project areas.

* The decline in agricultural sector is related to the urban
population growth too. According to the UNDP report,
urban population growth is generally more rapid than
total population growth, with about half of the urban
growth accounted for by migrants from the rural areas. |
Developing country cities are growing far more rapidly
than those in the developed countries. Many LDC urban
areas have experienced dualistic development, where a
modern formal sector exists alongside a large urban
informal sector.

Finding

* Most of the families in rural Myanmar rely on the money sent
back from their family members working in urban centre or
abroad. In Mon State, most of the people go to Thailand and
work there in low wages jobs such as construction workers,
waiters, food stalkers, etc. Their daily wages vary according
to the jobs but normally it is round about 300 Baths (equal to
10000 Kyats in Myanmar currency). In Myanmar, a daily paid
labour in faming industry is round about 3000-4000 Kyats. So
the difference is very high. For the farm owner., it is also not
good for him in commercial aspect. Because, though the cost
of labour and other inputs for the farming industry is high, the
price is not high and it is not beneficial for him too.

Problem specification

» One of the most important factors that cause people to
move urban is the decline of the agricultural sector in
Myanmar. Agriculture is central to Myanmar’ s poor
economic performance which has benn in need of
reforms. Even though represents 43 per cent of GDP
employs 70 per cent of population, the performance of

| the agricultural sector has been deteriorating. The
| government is now trying to revitalize the industry but
| the results has not been come out yet.

» Todaro migration model helps explain why it is rational
for people to continue to move to crowded cities where
unemployment is high and rising. The model is based on
differences in expected income between the urban and
rural sectors. High urban unemployment is inevitable
giving the large expected income differentials between
the rural and urban sectors which exist in many LDCs.

Another fact is the rise of the value of farming land due
to the development projects. So farmers give up their
farms for immediate benefits. They sell the farming land
and move to urban area. It is also recently a popular
trend in rural Myanmar area.



» Nevertheless, there are still families
who still live in their farm lands. Even
though they have to face the
difficulties they are still working as
farmers. In an interview with some
farming families in Kyaik-Ka-Tha, Zin-
Kyaike and Bhar-Oak villages in Mon
State, they continue to work as
farmer because they love their land.
They only want to do farming because
that is their ancestors’ legacy. They
don’ t want to give up these farms in
their time.

The estimated numbers of housholds
in each villages are:Kyaik-Ka-Tha has

250-300 houses, Zin-Kyaik has 550-
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» According to some families, they lost round about 500,000
| Kyats (US$ 500)-to 15,00,000 (US$-1500). One particular
family told me that, they lost 30,00,000 Kyats (US$ 3.000)
last year but continue farming. One reason they can cope
| with the lost is that their children are working in Thailand
who send the money to their parents. This is almost the
common fact in the villages. Most of the families have
only old age people. And younger people are either
| working in Thailand or in Mawlamyaing (State’ s Capital)
or in Yangon. This trend can be seen almost everywhere
in Myanmar now.
Some families do traditional business like weaving local

.

e It is alarming as if this trend continues, Myanmar will face
| the shortage of labour in farming industry and it will cause
Myanmar from a rice exporter to importer. Moreover,
because of the moving of people to other places, the
original traditions of their place are going to be lost
gradually. The Government is trying to revitalize the
farming industry nowadays, but formidable results have
yet to come out.

Conclusion

» There is a need to access the extent to which = We can also consider the suggestions from a report of UN.
urbanization is a cause of rural stagnation, as seen in The report advices: strengthening capacity for land use
much of Africa, and growing regional inequalities. In the planning in urban and peri-urban areas, designing and
light of such assessments, countries should develop implementing regional development plans for integrated
integrated rural-urban strategies for sustainable urban and rural development, strengthening extension and
agricultural development. This will require coordinated | training services for urban, peri-urban and rural farmers in
efforts at multiple levels, including at the levels of | sustainable agricultural and resource management
Government, relevant ministries, local authorities, practices, strengthening the capacity of public
communities, civil organizations, farmers and other administrations, farmers organizations and other
concerned groups and individuals. | organizations to respond to new agricultural opportunities

and problems resulting from urbanization through
coordinated and cooperative efforts.
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The Apatani Valley, at an altitude of about 5715 fi,
covers an area of 26 km® around Ziro, the district
headquarters of Lower Subansiri district of Arunachal
Pradesh. The valley is occupied by a tribe of the same
name (with a population of around 6000 as per 2001
census), which is the only tribal community practicing
wet rice cultivation in the state for last several
centuries, while others still practice shifting cultivation.
They have curved out a unique landscape with a
network of fields responding in an eco-friendly manner
to the mountain environment. The agricultural practice
followed by the Apatanis is traditional where right
from land reparation, supplying water to crop
harvesting, everything is done manually without
applying any modern technology. All agricultural
activities are generally performed by the women folk.

Designed in the form of terraces of different shape and
sizes as per the topography of the area, the land is
utilized to the maximum extent and a special system of
irrigating the terraces is adopted. No chemical fertilizer
is used, instead, they allow the paddy hey to
decompose in the fields for fertilizing the land. Cattle
dung, rice chaff, pig and chicken droppings, ashes are
also used to fertilize the fields. Seedlings for rice
cultivation are raised in the peripheries of the valley
which are then transplanted in the prepared fields
during the months of March-April. Along with paddy
seedlings, vegetables are also raised in small fields to
fulfill domestic requirements and also for selling in the
periodic markets. The paddy fields are bounded by
small earthen dams (Agar) with bamboo pipes fitted for
inter-field water transfer. Harvested paddy is brought
home and after separating from the hey the grains are
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stored in a granary constructed at some distance from
the residence. The granaries are raised in small plots
with water so that rats and other insects can not
damage the grains. Often, several small granaries are
constructed together forming a cluster. For measuring
the quantity of paddy they use a Bamboo basket called
hora with a maximum capacity of 15 Kg. Even the size
of agricultural land is estimated by the amount of rice
produced from the land weighed in terms of Hora.

The traditional management of water in the valley
involves co-operation among the people and
traditionally derived skills. The steps followed in this
regard as described by Kani (2002) may be noted as:

1. The people first survey the irrigable streams
and its perenniality of its source, and where
dam to be constructed to tap the water.

Then they survey the alignment of the main
channel with the help of a long rope and a peg
is pitched into the soil at the end of stretched
rope. This process is continued till the rope
and peg reach to the dam side. The diggers dig
the channel at the alignment marked by this
rope and peg.

The depth and breadth of the channel is dug as
per the volume of water to be tapped. If the
volume of water to be tapped is up to the level
of knee (medium tall), the breadth of the
channel to be dug will be one meter and the
depth will be the knee level from the water
level of the channel. The height of the channel
will also be raised up to the knee level.



4. The floor level of the channel is levelled with
the headwater tapped from the dam. Before the
use, the floor of the channel and its bound or
embankment, both the inner and outer sides
are carcfully plastered with mud so that it
can’t percolate even a drop of water.

wh

a hollowed log and the channel water is passed
through this log

6. The main channel is always constructed above
the rice field so that its water can be
distributed to every plot of rice through the
small rills and runnels or conduits of bamboo
or wood. Each rills and runnel has a laden with
drainage of'a combed. The burden of the water
of the main channel is diverted to the main
river of the valley, Kiile to avoid the overflow
of the rice-fields.

However, the sustainability of the agricultural practices
in the valley not only depends on the management of
the valley floor but also on the valley sides which are
naturally covered by a variety of vegetations,
prominently pine and some bamboo species.
Interestingly, the Apatani community is traditionally
committed to maintain green cover on the valley sides
in order to-

(i) check soil erosion, (ii) procure necessary house
building materials and fuel-woods and (iii) keep the
habitat favourable for mirhoon and other wild animals.
They raise bamboo grooves (Bige), pines and marooa
prominantly on the hill slopes. The grooves on the
lower slopes close to the valley are systematically
fenced (narung) by bamboos to protect them from the
mithoons.

With the growth of population and associated
infrastructural facilities including modern houses, the
pressure on land and other natural resources in the
valley has notably increased. The villages are now
connected with surfaced roads. Market centers are also
coming up. All these have resulted in shrinkage or
gradual disappearance of wild habitats within the
valley and its peripheries. As the community has
traditionally intimate relation with nature and their
beliel systems are directly associated with nature, they
have systematically protected certain small areas which
may be called sacred grooves. These are secluded wild
species where no human interference is allowed. There
was a time (before 1947) when money value (currency)
was unknown to the Apatanis. Their wealth was

measured in terms of number of mithoons they possess.

Thus mithoon as a semi-domesticated animal has great

The deep George is bridged by long conduit of

ecological, economic and spiritual significance. The
core ecological values of the Apatanis will matter more
than ever. Never leave fertile land fallow, fertilize soils
only with wastes, harvest trees for firewood and
construction of houses, plant a new one for cach
harvested tree- these are some of the Apatani
traditional values. How these values will be passed on
to carry forward for a future is a question really
difficult to promptly answer,
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Abstract: This paper refers to declination of number
indigenous peoples in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT) of Bangladesh. Population decline is a term
usually used to describe any great reduction in a
human population. It shows the long-term
demographic trends, that describes large reductions
in population due to emigration, disease, and war.
This article it clearly indicates the pros and cons of
depopulation over time in Chittagong Hill Tracts
population. There are 11 indigenous communities,
collectively known as Jhumma live in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts area. Depopulation of the indigenous
peoples started after independence of sub-continent
in 1947. Abolition of the special status of Chittagong
Hill Tracts in 1964 opened up the area for the
outsiders. Non-indigenous community from plain
started settling there in numbers large enough to
alarm the indigenous community. More than two
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decades of protected armed conflict in the form of
insurgency and counter-insurgency  operation
occurred in the region and displaced more than 50%
of indigenous communities population from their
native land.

Keywords: Chittagong Hill Tracts, Depopulation,
Indigenous Peoples, Kaptai Dam, Insurgency,
Malaria, Family Planning

Introduction

The Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), the only extensive
hill area in Bangladesh lies in southeastern part of the
country (21°25°N to 23°45°N latitude and 91°54°E to
92°50°E longitude) bordering Myanmar on the
southeast, the Indian state of Tripura on the north,
Mizoram on the east and Chittagong district on the
west. The area of the Chittagong Hill Tracts is about
13,295 km®, which is approximately one-tenth of the
total area of the country (Figure 1).
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Source: http://www.mochta.cov.bd/index.php/cht-
issues/hill-tracts-region/95-work-location

The three largest indigenous communities are the
Chakma, the Marma and the Tripura. The others
communities are Pungkhua, Bawm, Khumi, Lushai,
Tanchangya, Mro, Kheyang and Chak. Population
distribution of the indigenous peoples of Chittagong
Hill Tracts Population as per census of 1991 is given
in the Tablel below.

Table 1 Distribution of population in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts by Bengali and Indigenous Communities

Khang 1422 0.19 1950 0.20
Khumi 11188 0.16 1241 0.13
Lushai 1041 0.14 662 0.07
Total 751692 100 974445 100

Bengali 1981 Census 1991 Census
and
Indigen Total Total
ous populati %o populati %
Commu on on
nities
Bengalis 309918 41.23 473301 48.57
Chakma 212577 28.28 239417 24.57
Marma 122755 16.55 142334 14.61
Tripura 54375 7.23 61129 6.27
Mrung 17811 2.37 22167 2.27
1 afjj:ﬁ" 17695 235 19211 1.97
Bawm 5733 0.76 6978 0.72
Pankho 2278 0.3 3227 0.33
Chak 909 0.12 2000 0.21

Source: Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), 1991

Research Site and Methods

A substantial number of immigrants are observed
living in the EPZ (Export Processing Zone) area and
Chittagong Hill Tracts based wrban areas of
Bangladesh. To perform this research, a number of
instruments and techniques have been applied:
informal interviews taken in the month of September
2014. Information has gathered from here are mostly
qualitative and secondary sources are from websites.
A small number of respondents (eight) were
purposively selected with the implementation of
Snowballing to represent immigrants from various
categories. The respondents are very small in number
because the key notion for this research is to
investigate each case from a very close-by situation
to bring out unique characteristics rather than
quantifying facts. Among eight research respondents,
three are female and five are male. In addition to
these eight respondents. four respondents from EPZ
and Garments workers and other respondent from
Rangamati town has been selected purposively as
supplementary respondents.

Results and Discussion

Population Scenario in Chittagong Hill Tracts

Among 64 districts of Bangladesh, Chittagong Hill
Tracts is the leading and fast population growing
district in the country by outsiders. The total
population of the Chittagong Hill Tracts in 1991
census  was 974445 of which 31.43% were
indigenous peoples and 48.57% were non-indigenous.
At the time of the independence of India in 1947,
only 9% of the population of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts was non-indigenous (Figure 2). By now the
ratio has been further aggravated with 351%
indigenous peoples and 49% non-indigenous.
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Figure 2 Population (1872-1991) of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts
Source: Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), 1991

Depopulation Scenario of Indigenous Peoples in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts

Mainly, the population pattern in the hills underwent
many changes since the independence of Bangladesh
in 1971. In mid-1979, following a decision to settle
non-indigenous families from the plains poured into
the hills. Moreover, the non-indigenous settlers have
been using as human shield and unofficial frontline
civil force as ethnic cleansing measures. In addition,
these settlers from plain land have been participating
in many ethnocides, land grabbing activities and
ethnic violence under direct or indirect support of the
security forces with impunity. Still, 27,702 families
of the transmigrated non-indigenous settlers have
been getting free government rations and other
facilities since 1979 who have made contributed
rapid non-indigenous population growth in the region
(Table 2).

Table 2 Indigenous and non-indigenous population
ratio

Bangladesh | Armed  conflict,  non-indigenous
population settlement, low birth rate of
indigenous peoples and malaria

Year Indigenous Non-indigenous
peoples peoples

1941 98.5% 1.5%

1951 91% 9%

1961 88% 12%

1974 77% 33%

1981 58.6% 41.4%

1991 50.32% 49.68%

Source: B.H. Suhrawardy, Outline of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts Economy: An Analysis (in Bengali) in
Arunendu Tripura ef al., (eds.), ‘Vision’, Rangamati,
15 June (1995, P.38).

Root Causes of the Depopulation in Chittagong
Hill Tracts

Over the past century, however, the Chittagong Hill
Tracts has experienced rapid population growth due
to immigration from the plain lands of the country.
The main causes are given in the Table 3 below.

Table 3 Main causes of depopulation of indigenous
peoples

Period Main causes of depopulation of
indigenous peoples

Pakistan Negative  natural  change and

emigration, malaria

Armed Conflict

Rather immediately following the independence of
Bangladesh in early 1972 the Chittagong Hill Tracts
underwent militarization. Three cantonments were
established in Dighinala, Ruma and Alikadam. The
Chittagong Hill Tracts has been very heavily
militarised under the 24" Infantry Division of
Bangladesh Army after martial law in the country.
Later, four brigade installations (at 3 district
headquarters and Guimara), one Naval Base at
Kaptai, several schools for jungle welfare, more than
500 base (temporary) camps of different security
forces were set up under Operation Dabanol in
Chittagong Hill Tracts. As a consequence,
Chittagong Hill Tracts remained one of the highly
militarised regions in the world. During the
conflicting period at least twelve massacres upon the
indigenous peoples were committed by the security
forces. As a result, thousand of indigenous people
were evicted from their own land. Of them about 70
thousands indigenous peoples (showed in the table
below) took shelter in India as refugee and hundred
thousands in deep forest of remote areas within the
country.

Environmental Degradation and Emigration

In 1960, in the name of industrial development and
hydro power generation the Pakistan government
built the Kaptai hydroelectric project on the
Karnafuli River in the heartland of the indigenous
people which flooded 1,036 sq. km. of lands and
submerged 54% (54,000 acre) of the best arable land.
It has submerged 125 Mauzas, 18,000 families lost
their homes and prime land; approximately one lakh
of people displaced and migrated without any
compensation and rehabilitation. Many of the
displaced people had left the country, some estimates
say, 40,000 of them went to the sparsely populated
states of Mizoram, Tripura, Assam and Arunachal of
India. Another 20,000 might have gone to the Burma
(Myanmar).

The area affected by the Karnafuli project was the
nucleus of Chittagong Hill Tracts. In a publication of
the Far Eastern Economic the Kaptai Dam damaged
the agro-based main economy of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts and brought about a permanent disintegration
of the indigenous people on one hand and led to the
in road on non-indigenous population in the region in
large number on the other. Besides, it created jobs
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and business opportunities for non-indigenous
peoples. In addition, those development projects
uprooted  indigenous people were neither
compensated properly for their lands and homesteads
nor provided land for their rehabilitation. Also,
timber productivity from Chittagong Hill Tracts has
huge demand in others parts of the country; as a
result, illegal deforestation still sustaining

During Bangladesh regime, the Government
established Chittagong Hill Tracts Development
Board (CHTDB) in 1976 as a tool of the counter-
insurgency platforms. Several roads were constructed
for military movement. On the other hand, road
development project benefited the non-indigenous
settlers in two ways. Firstly, as they monopolized
marketing sector, if benefited automatically accrued
to them. Secondly, the improved road
communication made it easier for settlers to migrate
into the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The development
initiatives undertook by the CHTDB produced
counter-effect to the real economic well-being of the
indigenous people. In 1982 the GOC of 24th Infantry
Division of Bangladesh Army who was empowered
to initiate operation in Chittagong Hill Tracts was
made Chairman of the CHTDB.

In order to detach the indigenous people from the
movement for self-determination as well as to smash
normal life and livelihood of the indigenous peoples,
the successive governments established cluster
villages, namely, Adarshsgram, Shantigram,
Baragram and Joutha Khamar for the indigenous
people through the Chittagong Hill Tract
Development Board (CHTDB). It is estimated that

there were 205 cluster villages under this programme.

The indigenous peoples were forcibly settled down in
the cluster villages. The security forces kept
vigilance over the indigenous people setting up camp
and sentry post around cluster villages. They were
compelled to maintain daily register where, when and
why they went out and come back. Even they had to
compel to deposit their big knives, axes, spades etc
daily to the camps. The security forces used them as

workers without wages and committed sexual .

harassment upon the women.

Non-indigenous  Population  Settlement in

Chittagong Hill Tracts

What is more naked is that Pakistan government hit
upon a surreptitious policy of depopulating the
indigenous population in Chittagong Hill Tracts by
encouraging the settlement of non-indigenous
peoples in Chittagong Hill Tracts from other districts
of East Pakistan. Consequently, Bengali settlers in
thousands influx into Chittagong Hill Tracts and

begun to grab the lands of the indigenous people in
the middle and the last of sixties with direct support
of the state. The reaction of the people of Chittagong
Hill Tracts against the nefarious policy of Pakistan
was alarming. As a result of repressive measures
followed by Pakistan government, discontent and
resentment was simmering throughout Chittagong
Hill Tracts.

In August 1947, the British handed over the
administration of Chittagong Hill Tracts to the
government of Pakistan. In 1900 the British
government enacted the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Regulation 1 of 1900 and declared it as an Excluded
Area. The Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation 1 of
1900 for more than a century acted as bulwark
against the encroachment of the non-indigenous
peoples on the land of the indigenous people. In fact
several provisions of the Regulation, 1900 functioned
as a safeguard for the indigenous people and it
prohibited land ownership and migrations of non-
indigenous peoples into the Chittagong Hill Tracts.
In the Section 34 of Chittagong Hill Tracts
Regulation of 1900, a safeguard for the indigenous
people which prohibited land ownership and
migrations of non-indigenous peoples into the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, it was clearly stated that:

"No person other than a Chakma, Mogh or a
member of any tribe indigenous of
Chittagong Hill Tracts, the Lushai Hills, the
Arakan Hill Tracts or the State of Tripura
shall enter or reside within CHT unless he is
in possession of a permit granted by the
Deputy Commissioner at his discretion.”

From the very outset, the Pakistani government
looked upon the indigenous with an eye of suspicion
for being anti-Pakistani. The government policy was
clearly revealed by the repeal of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts Frontier Police Regulation, 1881 disbanding
the Indigenous Police Force in 1948. Side by side,
the government actively encouraged the non-
indigenous people’s infiltration into the Chittagong
Hill Tracts. To facilitate this, the government of
Pakistan amended the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Regulation of 1900 several times against the will of
the indigenous people in order to find a legal excuse
for transmigration of the non-indigenous people from
the plains into the Chittagong Hill Tracts. To
illustrate, the government had enacted the Chittagong
Hill Tracts (Land Acquisition) Regulation, 1958 in
order to grab Indigenous peoples’ ancestral land.
Moreover, the government snatched away the rights
and privileges of the indigenous people by cancelling
the Excluded Area Status of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts in 1963. Further, the government had
amended Section 34 of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
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Regulation of 1900 in 1961 and later in 1971 in order
to throw open the Chittagong Hill Tracts region for
the non-indigenous settlers. It is relevant that Section
34 of the Regulation was.

In Bangladesh period, since 1979, the government
officially started to settle non-indigenous population
from the plain districts into Chittagong Hill Tracts to
outnumbering the indigenous people and for using
them (non-indigenous settlers) as human shield. The
government of Bangladesh declared that each settler
family would be given 7.5 acres of lands and ration
for unlimited period. Indeed, no cultivable land was
vacant for settlement, similarly the settlers was
encouraged forcibly to occupy the land of indigenous
people. This program was continued in secret, the
international communities were not aware of this
program till mid-1980s. At least four hundred
thousands of non-indigenous peoples were
transferred into Chittagong Hill Tracts. Initially, the
non-indigenous families were kept back, set up in
camps in a place near distant from the entrance
passage to the army camps.

Just to avoid the conflict and atrocities some
indigenous peoples silently moved toward the deep

forest and compel to live a kind of nomadic existence.

The internal displacement is originated from the
aggressive policy of the country’s rulers through
giving settlement of the non-indigenous peoples on
the land of the indigenous people of Chittagong Hill
Tracts for making non-indigenous populated area and
conducting atrocities, land dispossession, burning
houses, torturing etc, uprooted the indigenous people
from their land. Due to these many indigenous
people had to leave their villages, mauzas, areas and
go to the deep forest and live in a very intolerable
condition. According to the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Peace Accord of 1997, Section (D) Article (1), a
Task Force has been formed for proper rehabilitation
of the Refugees and Indigenous Internally Displace
Persons of Chittagong Hill Tracts. The Task Force
only made the assessment of the number of Inner
Refugees. Now it transpires that a total number of
94,240 families’ repatriated refugees and Inner
Refugees are there in Chittagong Hill Tracts i.e.
471,200 peoples of indigenous communities are in
the floating condition passing their uncertain lives.

Low Birth Rate and Malaria

In the 1980s, Bangladesh faced no greater problem
than population growth. Census data compiled in
1901 indicated a total of 29 million in East Bengal,
the region that became East Pakistan and eventually
Bangladesh. By 1951, four years after partition from
India, East Pakistan had 44 million people, a number

that grew rapidly up to the first post independence
census, taken in 1974, which

Year | CHT | Banglades Growth Growth
h Chittagong Bangladesh
Hill Tracts % %
1981 | 7,51,69 | 8,71,20,00 5.7% 2.9%
2 0
1991 | 9,74,44 | 10,93,15,0 2.6% 2.0%
5 00

reported the national population at 71 million. The
1981 census reported a population of 87 million and
a 2.3 percent annual growth rate. Thus, in just 80
years, the population had tripled. In July 1988 the
population, by then the eighth largest in the world,
stood at 109,963,551, and the average annual growth
rate was 2.6 percent. According to official estimates,
Bangladesh was expected to reach a population of
more than 140 million by the year 2000. The crude
birth rate per 1,000 populations was 34.6 in 1981.
This rate remained unchanged in 1985, following a
20-year trend of decline since 1961, when it had
stood at 47 per 1,000. The rural birth rate was higher
than birth rates in urban areas; in 1985 there were
36.3 births per 1,000 in the countryside versus 28 per
1,000 in urban areas.

Until the 1980s, Bangladesh was the most rural
nation in South Asia. In 1931 only 27 out of every
1,000 persons were urban dwellers in what is now
Bangladesh. During the 1980s, industrial
development began to have a small effect on
urbanization. The 1974 census had put the urban
population of Bangladesh at 8.8 percent of the total;
by 1988 that proportion had reached 18 percent and
was projected to rise to 30 percent by the year 2000.

Bangladesh's working-age population was increasing
almost 1.5 million per year in the 1980s. This rate of
population growth kept the people poor and the
country dependent on foreign aid. Population control
and family planning, therefore, were a top priority of
the government and social workers. Population
growth had declined from 3 percent to 2.3 percent
between 1961 and 1981 (Table 4). Contraceptive
practices increased from 12.7 percent of eligible
couples in 1979 to 25 percent in mid-1985. In
Chittagong Hill Tracts, the Government has launched
Family Planning Programme as built in policy with
counter-insurgency. In some cases, indigenous
peoples were forced to take family planning. So the
household size of indigenous peoples declined to 5.1
as per socio-economic survey of UNDP, 2009.

Table 4 Population growth rate comparison
Source: UNDP, 2009

The Chittagong Hill Tracts is one of the malaria-
prone areas in the world. In terms of diseases in the
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Chittagong Hill Tracts, malaria is the most common.
Malaria is the number one deadly disease in the area.
As per study of MRG (Malaria Research Group of
Bangladesh Government) out of 4 types of Malaria 2
types are found in Bangladesh and of the total
Falciparum Malarial cases in Bangladesh 80% are
found in the Chittagong Hill Tracts and thus the
Chittagong Hill Tracts have distinction in the global
map on Malaria.

In the Socio-Economic Baseline Survey the reported
average number of cases of malaria in a Chittagong
Hill Tracts household during a twelve month period
was calculated at 2.7. Malaria tests can be undertaken
at Government clinics, Chittagong Hill Tracts
Development Facility (CHTDF) Satellite Clinics,
Non-government organization NGO supported
clinics (including BRAC), and a number of private
clinics. But in areas where access to the health
facility is more than 3 hours walking distance,
communities often self-diagnose and self-treat for
symptoms of malaria.

The prevalence of malaria has declined to a
significant extent in recent years in the Chittagong
Hill Tract due to the initiatives taken by the
government as well as the development organizations
to check the disease. Since 2006, the hill district
councils of Khagrachari, Rangamati and Bandarban,
with support from the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Development Facility-the United Nations
Development Programme (CHTDF-UNDP), have set
up community satellite clinics to provide health care
among people in the  hilly districts.
Statistic of the CHTDF-UNDP health programme
shows that till April this year, only 157 malaria
patients took treatment from community clinics in
Bandarban district, 54 in Rowangchari upazila, 5 in
Rumma, 40 in Thanchi upazila, 16 in Lama upazila
and 42 in Alikadam upazila. A total of 4,555 malaria
patients received treatment from the satellite clinics
in Bandarban in 2007, but the figure declined to
1,964 in 2013.

Depopulation in the Rural Chittagong Hill Tracts

The Bangladesh economy has grown an average of
six percent a year over the last two decades and has a
population increasing by an average of 1.6% a year.
The export-oriented Bangladeshi  garment
manufacturing industry, the US$20 billion industry
and the largest export earning sector of the country,
accounted for almost 12% of Bangladeshi GDP in
2009 and 2010 and employs approximately four
million people. The Bangladeshi textile and garment
manufacturing sector is fuelled by young, urbanizing,
workers many of whom are women and indigenous
peoples. It is estimated that about 0.2 million people,

one fifth of indigenous population of Chittagong Hill
Tracts, have been living in the EPZ and garments
oriented factories throughout the country particularly
in Chittagong and Dhaka. Majority of them are from
rural areas of Chittagong Hill Tracts and agricultural
based farmers. When the indigenous garments
workers are asked about the reason of the migration
in to the industrialized areas, they have always
answered the unrest political situation and economic
problems particularly loss of the ancestral lands and
no opportunity of the non-farming income-generation
in the rural areas. The settled farming, forestry and
fishery cannot give them the enough equivalent
income compared to the urban non-farm
opportunities. As a result many upland areas of
Chittagong Hill Tracts are now abandoned due to
shortage of laborer.

Conclusion

History shows that the Chittagong Hill Tracts region
once a predominant indigenous peoples area is fast
becoming a non-indigenous area. The influx of
outsider non-indigenous settlers into the Chittagong
Hill Tracts region had been started since the creation
of Pakistan. Later on Bangladesh government’s
vigorous policies had made the situation worse than
ever before. The entire region was thrown open for
the waves of non-indigenous people’s migration after
independence of Bangladesh. An increased numbers
of non-indigenous settlers have been coming into the
Chittagong Hill Tracts since then. Meanwhile, the
indigenous depopulation policy of the government
has swiftly changed the demographic balance. The
non-indigenous population, which was only 1.5% of
the total population of the Chittagong Hill Tracts in
1947, has swung to a high 49% by 1991; whereas the
indigenous population during the same period
constituted 98.5% of the total population has now
dwindled to a low 51%. It is crystal clear that the
indigenous people are going to be a minority in their
own homeland in next couple of decades.

References
BBS (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics), 2001.
Preliminary Report: Population Census
2001. Statistics Division, Ministry of
Planning, Government of the Peoples
Republic of Bangladesh. Dhaka.
Suhrawardy, B. H., 1995. Outline of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts Economy (in Bengali), In
Tripura, A. et al.. (eds.) Vision, Rangamati,
15 June, pp. 34-37.
UNDP (United Nations Development Programme),
2009. Socio-economic Baseline Survey
of Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh.
Wikipedia
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_decline)
http://www.banglapedia.org/HT/C_0237.htm



Depopulation Scenario in

SChaknie Shishis'Sy A ndo Kazuos

and Eushai Fhangzualal

(L LTS ERTHTESL AU TET TSN BN i

roSoutheast Asuoh Stiihies (s ENS S Rvata Linversity

Food amd NgricnliureCh

and “Center

IV Qutline of the Presentation

~ Introduction

~ Research Objectives

~ Study Location and Methodology
~ Results and Discussion

~ Conclusions

Introduction (i) ]

Al
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In CHT, the indigenous peoples have
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Figure 2. Population (1872-1991) of the CHT

Introduction (ii) —l

~ This presentation refers to population decline in indigenous
communities ol the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) of Bangladesh.

Al

Population decline is a term usually used to describe any greal
reduction in a human rnpu!ulinn. It shows the long-term
demographic trends, that describes large reductions in population
due to emigration. disease and war.

~ In 1997 Peace Accord has been signed in between Bar
Government and Parbatya Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samiti
(United People’s Party of the Chittagong il Tracts). However.
disappointly after 17 vears Bangladesh Government failed to
implement main clauses of Peace Accord, For example Land rights
of Indigenous people. Demilitarization of CHT ete.

L Research Objectives —’

~To highlight on some of the cause and effect factors of
depopulation in CHT.

~To find out the main causes of migration from rural area
of CHT to urban areas.




eure 3. Kaptai Dam and Lake

Survey periods

~ The field surveys was carried out on September, 2014

Methodology

~ Informal interview

~ Field observations

Results and Discussion

Root Causes of the Depopulation in Chittagong
Hill Tracts

Armed Conflict
~The CHT has been heavily militarized under the Infantry Division
of Bangladesh Army.

~ Later four bridge installations (at 3 districts headquarter and
Guimara), one Naval Base at Kaptai under Rangamati District.

~During the conflicting period at least twelve massacres upon the
indigenous peoples were committed by the security forces and
Bengali settler from plain land.

» During communal violence between Indigenous people and
Bengali settlers. The Bangladesh Army and Govt. Administration
always support/backed the Bengali scttlers.

Negative Natural Changes and Emigration

» The Kaptai hydroelectric dam built in 1962 displaced about 100,000
people and submerged 22.000 ha of agricultural land.

» The Bangladesh Government established CHT Development Board
in 1976 as a el of the counter-insurgency platform.

~Several roads were constructed for military movement.

~On the other hand. road development project benefited the non-
indigenous settlers in two ways. Firstly is the monopolized marketing.
the benefits automatically acerue to them.

~ Secondly, the improved road communication made it easier for the
non-indigenous settlers to migrate into the CHT.

D



Non-indigenous Population Settlement in CHT

~Since, 1979 the Bangladesh Government officially started to settle
non-indigenous (Bengali) into CHT in order to achieve their political

agenda,

~The Government of Bangladesh declared that each settler family
were given 7.5 acres of lands and other opportunities by accruing
indigenous people cultivated land.

#Indeed, no cultivable land was vacant for settlement so the settlers
forcibly occupy the land of indigenous people backed by security
forces and administrative agencies.

Causes of Low Birth Rate

# Government policy by family planning i order 1o reduce Indigenous population in the

region.

# Due to conflict in the re;

#Infants are born with low weight cither because they are premature (<3
birth) and/or because they suffered intrauterine growth retardation (1UGR)

weeks gestation at

Malaria

~Other important causes of LBW due to malaria in endemic maternal infections
that cause a loss of appetite, higher nutrient losses or requirements, abnormal
placental blood low or structure and fetal infections

# The CHT is one of the malaria-prone areas in the world. In terms of diseases
in the CHT. malaria, is the most common

~As per study of Malaria Rescarch group of Bangladesh Government out of 4

types of Malaria 2 types are found in Bangladesh

~ The total Falciparum Malaria cases in Bangladesh 80% are found in the CHI
and thus CHT have distinction in the global map on Malaria

Other Major Causes of Depopulation in the Rural
Chittagong Hill Tracts

Contd

~The garments and other private sectors in urban area of
Bangladesh, employs mostly young people. Since there is very
limited scope of job opportunities in Chittagong Hill Tracts. The
young generation from indigenous community they go to urban
area for job opportunity.

~Itis estimated that about 0.2 million people. one fifth of
indigenous population of CHT. have been living in the EPZ and
2arments oriented factories throughout the country particularly in
Chittagong and Dhaka.

~Majority of them are from rural areas of CHT and were
agricultural based farmers,

~ They have always answered the unrest political situation and
economic problems particularly loss of the ancestral lands and no
opportunity of the non-farming income-generation in the rural areas,

~ The settled farming, forestry and fishery can not give them the
cnough equivalent income compared to the urban non-farm
opportunities.

~As aresult many upland «
shortage of laborer.

as of CHT are now abandoned due to




Summary

# History shows that the CHT region once a predominant indigenous peoples region
is fast becoming a non-indigenous r

~ The influx of outsider non-indigenous settlers into the CHT region had been
since the creation of Pakistan

starte

~Later .Bang

than ever before.

esh Governments vigorous policies had made the situation worsen

~Meanwhile. the indi

nous depopulation policy of the government has swiftly
changed the demographic balance

~ltis crystal clear that the ind 2 10 be a minority in their
own homeland in next few years.
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Story of village settlement and development with concerning on livelihood activities in
Thachampa village, Lao PDR
FFXN\FOEEERRICET DEHHME
Lampheuy KAENSOMBATH ( Director, Research Division, Faculty of Agriculture, National University of Laos )
Somboun PHOMSOUVANE (Village Chief, Thachampa village, Xaythany district, Vientiane capital, Lao PDR)
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Background

The Center for South East Asian Studies (CSEAS),
Department of Practice- Oriented Area Studies,
Kyoto University have been working with the
Faculty of Agriculture, National University of Laos
and Thachampa village, Xaythany district,
Vientiane Capital sine nearly a decade.
Thachampa is a small rural village where people
are realize on farm activities for their livelihood.
The total population is 561 people (270 female)
with 97 households. The Thai Dam and Lao Loum
are two main ethnics groups, then Kumue, Mong,
Thai Daeng, respectively.

Total land area of village is 157 ha, including 87
ha of rice field, pond, and fallow. In the village
there are irrigation system with a pump, primary
school with 3 classrooms, a village or cultural hall,
a temple. There are two main livelihood activities:
agriculture and non-agriculture, which includes
weaving and labor paid. In addition, this village
also has two village saving banks (development
and women group) and a group of silk weaving.
Currently, villager's main sources of income are
from rice, watermelon, cucumber, bean, galangal,
cassava, maize and domestic animal production
(estimated of total annual income from crop
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products in 2014 is approximately 490 million Kip,
millions Kip).

from livestock is

Village site

Faculty of Agriculture

Thachampa (TCP)

s

Vientiane Capital
uz pavlogoy ‘:Eu

Figure 1. Village location

Thachampa village is located in the Hauychiem
community, Xaythany district, Vientiane Capital,
Lao PDR, about 42 Km from city. The distance
between the Faculty of Agriculture and village is 8



Km. The village has border with Venten village in
the west, Namgnum river in the south, and Natan
village in the east and in the north.

Story of settlement in brief

Before the year 1988 few families were seeking

1988

It was less than 10 families
migrated from Vientiane and
Xiengkhuang province to
Thachampa, then number of
families was increased. The first
village chief was requested with
an assigned from the Government
level without election process. The
village organization was
requested to own a 142 ha from
Natan and 19 ha from Venten
village due to the lack of land area

1989-1990

A total of 157 ha of land was
cleared by village labor and
tractor. In 1990, the land was
divided to individual farmer

1995-96

There was a severe flooding in
Thachampa village with affecting
the 21 families moved back to
their origin village in Vientiane
province.

1997

All pieces of land were registered
for a land right title.

1998-2001

Village irrigation was built which
supported by Gov. Electricity
network was settle in TCP (shared
budget from Gov. of 70% and of
30% from villagers).

2005

A single classroom was also built
for small children in the village

2006-2011

There were several activities
happening: encourage production
(cropping, animal raising,
weaving) for increasing the HH
income, irrigation pump fixation,
village hall or cultural hall
construction, school with three
classrooms

village where had a lot of natural resources for
their living.

The cultural hall or village hall was constructed in
2009 with the supporting from the TOYOTA
foundation through CSEAS and Faculty of
agriculture. The building was two floor without
the toilet and water system. All expenditure for
materials was covered by the foundation, and
villagers were the main labors for the
construction. The construction was taken for 30
days. The aims of having the hall is to use for the
village meeting, office, collected traditional tools
related to the livelihood activities, exhibition, and
library for the primary school students in the
village, and other village activities. In 2012, the
toilet and underground water system were
constructed with the supported by village fund.
Unfortunately, in early of rainy season in year
2014, storm hit on the cultural hall, which was
damaged the roof of the hall.

Livelihood activities in Thachampa village
Villagers in Thachampa are depending on the
agricultural activities for their daily life. The main
activities are crop-farming systems (rain fed rice,
irrigated rice, horticulture [melon, cucumber,
bean, galangal, vegetables, etc.] and cash crop
(cassava and maize), and livestock production:
buffalo, yellow cattle, goat, pig and poultry. Large
and small ruminant animal production is based on
free grazing system, while pig is penned system.
Almost, poultry production is semi-scavenging
system. The agricultural products are sold for
household cash income and consume. These
agricultural activities were developing and can
improve the family economic time to time after
the irrigation cannel is built.

Table 1. Comparative of livelihood activities
before and after irrigation construction

2012-2014

Continue of cultural hall building
(toilet, underground water), fixing
such as change new roof with was
damaged from the storm (Fig 2)

for the best area for the cultivation and settlement,
these families found the best area in Thachampa

Livelihood Before After
activities
Rain fed rice Only Vi
[rrigated rice None Y
Horticulture For hh Y and for
consumption  sale
Cash crop Only small Y and for
garden forhh  sale
Fishing Y Ve

Non-timber

product collection
(bamboo shoot,

mushroom)

Y

Y but with
limited area
and
reducing in
amount




Non-agriculture

Weaving Y for hh use Y for both
hh use and
sale

Labor No Y in some

(weeding, rice occasional

transplanting, only

house making,

workers)

Hunting ¥ Rare

Livestock raising Y Y and
increasing
of number

Source: Land use mapping in the past and present
year of Thachampa village (FoA and CSEAS team,
on 26 July 2014)

Development and its steps in Thachampa
village, Lao PDR

Village was officially established by 1988. People
live in the village are mainly from Vientiane and
Xiengkhuang provinces. There 2 major groups:
Thai dam and Lao loum, then following by Thai
Moi, Thai Deang, Khumu and Hmong ethnic
groups. The first village chief was assigned from
the provincial level without election (Mr.
Bounyang [chief], Mr. Phommy and Mr.
Houmphanh [vice chief]), then the first village
chief election was held in year 1991 and Mr.
Houmphanh was the first village from the election
system. Each period of village organization had
their strategy and plan for development.

At the period of Mr. of village organization there
were many development activities such: irrigation
cannel, road, land use and title right, priority of
production development.

Table 2. Population characteristics in
Thachampa village

No | Name of | Total | Total | Sex
group HH pop

Female | Male

1 Thai Dam | 43 267 122

2 Lao loum | 39 201 105

3 Thai Moi | 5 26 14

4 Khummu | 5 24 10

5 Thai 3 16 9
Deang

6 Hmong 2 10 4

How village organization working and
developing the activities in Thachampa village:
The village committee always has a clear plan for
village development activities for both short term
and long term period. Each activity was discussed
in the committee before opening the village

meeting (meeting with whole villager to have the
agreement). In the village meeting the
representative of the village committee is usually
present the rational and objective of the meeting
before asking for the villager's agreement. There
are two cases of success of village committee
working process.
Example 1: Case on contribution and fixing of
village cultural hall: The construction plan was
included in the village master plan. Set up the
special committee to respond on specific task
(planning [design, budget plan, labor, and time],
meeting, encouragement and rule enforcement).
Step 1: introduction on rational of having and not
having the village cultural hall to all villagers
Step 2: Held consultation meeting with villagers.
In this step, there are many agreement among
villagers and organization on committee set, task
of each member, specific plan related to activity,
labor and financial required, rule setting, etc.
Step 3: carry out the activity
Step 4: Utilization plan (it is done when the
construction or fixation is done): in this step also
including all agreement from the villagers.
Therefore, new committee also set up to respond
on the hall, e.g.
1. Elderly and youth union respond on
collection the tools and services
2. Teachers and students respond on
library including cleaning of library
3. Women and youth union respond on
cleaning
4. Villager organization is general
responding

Removing
It was destroy Changing new
destroyed by | materials and roof within a
storm fixing by day by villagers
villagers




Table 3. List of contribution for TCP hall

Organization
amount

Toyota foundation through FOA 6000 $
and CSEAS

Villagers labor

Fixing change new roof 700 $

Utilization of the cultural hall

Meeting Village Village office
ceremony or

festival

Contribution in

How Faculty of Agriculture (FAg) work with
rural community-TCP (Thachampa village)
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Figure 2. Steps on extension activity of FAgin
Contribution in kiad PRIy
om DAFO
(District Agriculture and Forestry Office) since the
year 2000 to respond on rural livelihood
improvement in Huaychiem community (consist
of 11 villa%es Paksapmai, Palsapkao, Napok,
Saenoudo?}% 0% Somsamai, Hatviengkham,
Thachampa, Venten, Palai, Dounien, Nakao). The
faculty introduced and promoted many activities
to theses villages. In Thachampa there are village
animal health workers capacity building (three
volunteers), animal revolving fund for poor
farmers (goat production), poultry production,
poultry vaccination modern village, animal health
monitoring, etc. faculty provide training,
equipment need with is not locally available.

Faculty team has a clear approach and step to
work with community as well as TCP village. In
the initial step is consultation meeting with
different levels such as stakeholder, community
leaders, and then villagers. The aim of the
consultation meeting is to find out their need,
cooperation, their resources and other weak and
strong point of the activity need. Second step is
baseline survey. Third step is prioritizing activity
by villagers accordingly to the information from
the previous consultation meeting and base line
survey. Forth step is implementation activity and
monitoring, and evaluation.

Conclusion

Village development activity is the most
importance issue for Lao PDR, however helping
from several stakeholders such as Government,
NGOs, NPOs, Private sector and community
themselves to work and collaborate for better
success. Development in Thachampa was going on
due to the collaboration of activate villagers,
strong management of village leaders, supporting
from stakeholders, and potential property
resources in the village.
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Practice on Conservation of Traditional Culture and History in Rural Laos
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Kichiji Yajima (Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University)

Abstract

Thachampa village, which was founded by the migrants of Taidom ethnic from Xiengkhuang district in 1988

b

consists of two hamlets, namely Thachampa and Takay. 75% of residents of Thachampa hamlet is Taidom ethnic at
present. The civil war in 1960s forced them to evacuate from home. Before settlement in Thachampa, they moved
several times to seek safe place and stable living. Nowadays, demarcation of ethnic groups becomes unclear in the
village. Taidom people get married to other ethnic. Most of them don’t use the mother tongue anymore and very
few people know traditional songs and dances. However, they still keep the tradition to honor their parents and
ancestor. This tradition probably works for maintaining community in Thachampa.
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Activities in Rural Communities by students of Kochi University

Abstract

MINEL (BRKXERFEE)

Masahiro Ichikawa (Faculty of Agriculture ,Kochi Univ.)

In Kochi University, in order to learn actual social issues students have gone out from the classroom to rural
areas where social issues to be resolved are actually observed in theses 10 years. The faculty of agriculture has been
developing curriculum for the students to learn continuously from first year until their graduation. The first -year
students of faculty of agriculture, for example visiting a rural community, have experience of farming practices.
The second and third year students can have internship and practice programs in rural communities. The forth year

students can deepen doing graduate research.
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Kochi University student activities and issue in Otoyo , Nuta

Bl (BHXEREHNRE)

Kazuhiro Takahashi (Student, Faculty of Agriculture ,Kochi Univ.t)

Abstract

Students of Kochi University have done activities in Nuta village to sustain the society and culture. An
example of farming experience is harvest of Yuzu. In product development and selling experience of the products,
students develop agricultural products and sell them at the Sunday Market in Kochi city and the Japan Food Festa
in Tokyo organized by the Ministry of Agriculture. Students also sometimes participate to community activities,

such as road cleaning and village meeting.
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Role of the student volunteer in the local promotion:
based on an example of the exchange activity in Abu-cho, Yamaguchi prefecture, Japan
it ZE (WAXFE)
Tsuji Tamon ( Yamaguchi University )

Abstract

There is community interaction between Ubuga, Abu-cho, Yamaguchi prefecture and Yamaguchi University
students. It began in 2012. Based on this interaction, it was reviewed about the role of the student volunteer in the
regional development. The satisfactory results occurred for the program contents that the clear needs from the
community residents were shown in. However, the students was not able to bring about the sufficient results when
it was not so. It is supposed that the student volunteer is only support, and a community should advance its regional
development on its own initiative. "Win-win relationship”, that community residents get their invigorating local
communities and students obtain their career advance, will be important on a regional development.
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A University’s Contribution to its Local Society

X R (UAARFHEESEEEr 2 —)

Amano Gen (Yamaguchi University, The Center for Promotion Community Partnerships)

Abstract

A description of findings from various case studies by local government officer who participated in

“The 6th

International Meeting on an Alternative Grass-root Rural Development with Thinking as Important in Culture and
History and Ecology in Mivama." Also, it is a study in the way people relate to their regional universities and
college students, charting the emphasis on aspects of education, research and planning proposals and auxiliary
supplement. | want to assess how contributions to society is one of the responsibilities of the university.
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Women’s Activities through Participatory Rural Appraisal in Ubuka,
Abu-cho, Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan
- With Emphasis on the Preservation of Local Folk Tales
RE EHFF EEXERFFER)
AR EH (LUORBBEREHRT)

Kazuko Tatsumi (Fukuoka University, Faculty of Economics)
Miwa Nishimura (Yamaguchi Prefecture, Hagi Agricuiture & Forestry Office)

Abstract
The Agricultural Cooperation (Umoregi-no-sato) in Ubuka community in the north western area of Yamaguchi

was established in February, 1997 for the sustainable rural development of the community. With the establishment
of the Umoregi-no-Sato, production is moving forward. However, there still exists issues related to the creation of a
strong community. To address these issues, the Yotsuba circle was established in August, 1997 to combine the
strength and refined touch of women in the area to promote the formation of a strong community.

This women’s group could identify some problems and make their action plan to improve their livelihood
through the Participatory Rural Appraisal in 1998. They held a mutual exchange of appreciation program between
themselves and their buyers from 1999 to 2009. They tried starting to make Tofu with their own beans from 2001
and sell it in the market from 2005. The mutual exchange program with students of the Kendo Club in Yamaguchi
University was started from 2012. Now they are taking up a new challenge for the preservation of local legends

through storytelling and with the aid of picture boards.
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Actual condition and issues in mountain villages: An example from Nuta Village in Otoyo
KR % (KREHER)

Manabu Ujihara (Farmer of Otoyo Town)
Abstract

In rural area in Kochi prefecture, severe depopulation and aging are observed. For example, in
Nuta village the majority group of age generation is people of the 80’s, and then the 70’s. Looking at
villages distributed around Nuta, the conditions are even severer than those of Nuta. There is a
village whose resident is only one old person. It is quite difficult to maintain villages, if focusing level
of each village. Community management should be considered in level of former primary school area

consisting of 13 villages or sub watershed level, such as Minamiko River watershed where 7 villages
exist.
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People coming together in Suitan Farm -Living with farming-

Abstract

REESL (REBBFEEKXE)
Nobuhiro Ohnishi (Kyoto Gakuen University)

Suitan Farming school was organized in Hozu Cho, Kameoka Cityfrom, Kyoto Prefecture, Japan, from 2011.
The professional farmer teaches to cultivate a variety of crops to the participants of the farming school. In 2014,
farming school starts two types of the school program. Here, these courses and the recent change were reported.
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Chii, Miyama town 1, The historic village of thatched roof house
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