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International Collaborative Action Research by
PLA(Participatory Learning and Action) on the Problem of
Depopulation and Abandonment of Farming in Japan
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The discussion of problems caused by depopulation and abandonment of farming
in Japan helps shed light on similar lurking problems faced by rural areas in many
other Asian countries. In particular in Bhutan, the issue of rural development is of
outmost importance due to the mountainous nature of its territory. The
department of Practice-Oriented Area Studies has promoted related international
collaborative action research in the Sasari community in Miyama-cho, Kyoto
Prefecture in July 2013 and February 2014 in a program that invited four young
Bhutanese scholars to participate in a PLA (Participatory Learning and Action)
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project in Japan. The project was conducted in collaboration with the Chii
Development Association, the Miyama-cho, Sasari Resident Association, and the
Sherubtse College of the Royal University of Bhutan, and supported by the KAKEN
research grant and COC (Center of Community) projects of Kyoto University. The
four Bhutanese scholars participated in a home visiting program, a tree plantation
program, and a snow removing program at rural homes which allowed them to
understand problems faced by the Sasari community. They were surprised that
an aged villager can live alone in Japan. This kind of fresh opinion was transmitted
to villagers during exchange parties and events, while the Bhutanese scholars also
gained precious insights into related issues. The objective of the project is to
provide platforms for villagers and participants from outside to exchange opinions
on the problem of depopulation and abandonment of farming, and to challenge
old ways of thinking thanks to alternative views. The project uses a “practical
project in local area” method to research an issue faced in common by many
Asian communities.
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Young Bhutanese scholars remove snow at a homestead in Sasari Village,
Miyama-cho, Nantan-shi, Kyoto Prefecture (Photo : Kazuo Ando, Feb,2014)

TEEEEOBEESHEBLLDE L. 0774-38-4936 #FAXESICREESHDF LA SEEDHIDLBEALELLIFET,
Our new phone number is as follows:+81-774-38-4936 ¢ Fax number remains unchanged



uchidah
長方形


